THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE

Germany substantial commercial privileges might,
alike from the German and Russian point of view, be
more advantageous than a Japanese China and a
British India which, organised on the basis of Imperial
preference, erected economic barriers to both Russia
and Germany.

It is quite clear from what precedes that a Balance
of Power policy based upon giving a free hand to
Germany to do what she will so long as she does not
actually touch British territory, is to purchase momen-
tarily better relations with Germany at the cost of
surrendering ultimately both imperial security and
peace-much worse relations in the end.

Again enters the question of that elusive difference
between the pre-War psychology and the present
For several years before 1914, the coming aggres-
sion of Germany-envisaged usually in the form of
invasion of this country - was the commonplace daily
talk and discussion. Plays were produced (The
Englishman's Home was one), based upon the time
when the German army would make a sudden
descent upon these shores. The more popular Press
constantly published stories of the discovery of secret
plans of invasion. The Daily Mail published a serial,
based upon the forthcoming German invasion, de-
scribing the battles that were to take place on British
soil. Socialist writers like Robert Blatchford were
engaged to enlarge upon the theme. His articles, re-
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